Atrial Myxoma Presenting as Acute Bilateral Limb Ischemia.
Cardiac myxoma is the most common primary benign tumor of the heart and it has diverse clinical presentations. It is known to embolize into systemic circulation. However, presentation with complete occlusion of the aorta is uncommon. We report an 18-year-old female who presented to the emergency department with features of acute bilateral limb ischemia. Arterial Doppler ultrasonography showed infrarenal aortic occlusion. A bedside cardiac ultrasound was done in the emergency department which clinched the diagnosis of atrial myxoma. Complete surgical excision of the tumor and subsequent histopathologic examination confirmed the diagnosis of atrial myxoma. WHY SHOULD AN EMERGENCY PHYSICIAN BE AWARE OF THIS?: This report puts emphasis on the fact that atrial myxoma, though rare, may be considered as a source of embolism in patients presenting with acute limb ischemia. The importance of bedside ultrasonography for early diagnosis in such presentations is also highlighted.